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SENATE BI LL 6742

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Rasnussen, MAuliffe, Tom and Kline

Read first time 01/22/08. Referred to Conmttee on Early Learning &
K- 12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to specialized individualized education prograns
for students with autism adding a new section to chapter 28A. 155 RCW
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Autismis a developnental disability significantly affecting
verbal and nonverbal conmunication and social interaction and is
general ly evident before age three;

(2) Autism adversely affects a student's educati onal perfornmance;

(3) Autistic behaviors not only may nake life difficult for people
wth autism but also may nake life challenging for their famlies,
heal th care providers, and teachers;

(4) Famlies coping with this devastating condition are searching
for answers about its causes, diagnosis, prevention, and treatnent;

(5) Strategies about how to best prevent, identify, treat, and
accommodat e the needs of individuals wwth autismand their famlies are
urgently needed,;

(6) Early intervention is critical for affected children to gain
maxi mum benefit fromcurrent therapies; and
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(7) Autismspecific individualized education prograns better assi st
people with autism as well as assisting the famlies, health care
providers, and the teachers who care for those with the condition.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, in
consultation with the autismtask force and representatives fromstate
and nonprofit agencies that provide prograns and services for people
wth autism shal | devel op gui del i nes for auti smspecific
i ndi vidual i zed education prograns (| EPs) that address the uni que needs
of students with autism

(2) The autismspecific individualized education programgui delines
shal | consider, but need not be limted to:

(a) Extended educational programm ng, including extended day and
ext ended school year services, that consider the duration of prograns
and settings based on an assessnent of behavior, social skills,
comuni cation, academ cs, and self-help skills;

(b) Daily schedules reflecting mninmal unstructured tine and active
engagenent in learning activities, including |unch, snack, and recess,
and providing flexibility within routines that are adaptable to
i ndi vidual skill |evels and assist with schedul e changes, such as field
trips, substitute teachers, and pep rallies;

(c) In-hone and community-based training or a viable alternative
that assists the student with acquisition of social and behavioral
skills, including strategies that facilitate rmaintenance and
generalization of those skills from honme to school, school to hone,
home to community, and school to comunity;

(d) Positive behavior support strategi es based on information, such

as:

(1) Antecedent manipul ation, replacenent behaviors, reinforcenent
strategies, and data-based deci sions; and

(1i) A behavior intervention plan developed from a functional
behavi oral assessnent that wuses current data related to target
behavi ors and addresses behavi oral progranm ng across hone, school, and
comuni ty- based setti ngs;

(e) Beginning at any age, futures planning for integrated |iving,
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wor k, conmmunity, and educational environnents that considers skills
necessary to function in current and postsecondary environnents;

(f) Parent and famly training and support, provided by qualified
personnel wi th experience in autism spectrum disorder, that:

(1) Provides a famly with skills necessary for a child to succeed
in the honme and conmmunity setting;

(i1) Includes information regarding resources such as parent
support groups, workshops, videos, conferences, and materials designed
to increase parent know edge of specific teaching and managenent
techniques related to the child's curriculum and

(ti1) Facilitates parental carryover of in-hone training and
i ncludes strategies for behavi or nanagenent and devel oping structured
home environnents and conmuni cation training so that parents are active
participants in pronoting the continuity of interventions across all
settings;

(g) A suitable staff-to-student ratio appropriate to identified
activities and as needed to achieve social and behavioral progress
based on the child s developnental and l|earning |evel, including
acqui sition, fluency, maintenance, and generalization, that encourages
wor k towards individual independence as determ ned by:

(1) Adaptive behavior evaluation results;

(11) Behavioral accommopdati on needs across settings; and

(ti1) Transitions within the school day;

(h) Communi cation interventions, including |anguage fornms and
functions that enhance effective communication across settings, such as
augnentative, incidental, and naturalistic teaching;

(i) Social skills supports and strategies based on social skills
assessnment and curriculum and provided across settings, for exanple
trained peer facilitators such as a circle of friends, video nodeling,
social stories, and role playing;

(j) Professional educator and staff support, such as training
provided to personnel who work with students to assure the correct
inplementation of techniques and strategies described in the
i ndi vi dual i zed educati on prograns; and

(k) Teaching strategies based on peer reviewed and research-based
practices for students with autism spectrum disorder, such as those
associated wth discrete-trial training, visual supports, applied
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behavi or anal ysis, structured |earning, augnentative communi cation, or
soci al skills training.

(2) As used in this section, "recess" neans unstructured playtine.

(3) By Septenber 1, 2008, the superintendent of public instruction
shall develop recomendations for guidelines for autismspecific
i ndi vi dual i zed education prograns and shall submt the recommendati ons
to the governor and the education commttees of the |egislature.

(4) By Decenber 1, 2008, the superintendent of public instruction
shall report the policy guidelines to school districts for the
districts to use to devel op and adopt their policies.

(5 By April 1, 2009, each school district shall use the guidelines
devel oped under subsection (3) of this section to devel op guidelines
for autismspecific individualized education prograns that address the
uni que needs of students with autism

~-- END ---
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